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the construction of a railway through Asia Minor to Baghdad
and the Persian Gulf. Turkish officers were attached for train-
ing in the German army, and German officers under Marshal
von der Goltz were reorganizing the Ottoman army. But the
Turkish Empire was in a disturbed state, with an agitation for
a new constitution backed by a party in the army, and in the
Balkan States there was a movement for a league against the
Ottoman Power. The German Government hoped to find an
ally in Rumania through its Hohenzollern kings, a hope doomed
to disappointment. The coming great war, which was to put
to the test this complex system of alliances, ententes, and secret
understandings, had its prelude in a series of minor wars.

In 1911 Italy sought 'compensation' in North Africa by the
seizure of Tripoli and Cyrenaica. This involved her in a war
with Turkey in which Rhodes and the adjacent islands were
occupied, and there was a blockade of the Dardanelles by the
Italian fleet. In the next year Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, and
Montenegro, taking advantage of Turkey's troubles, agreed to
sink their mutual quarrels, and in the early autumn, after the
harvest, declared war against the Sultan; Adrianople was be-
sieged and captured and the Turkish main army defeated in
the field. But the advance of the Allies on Constantinople was
brought to a standstill before the entrenched lines of Ghataldja.
An armistice was arranged, and then Greece and Bulgaria
quarrelled over the spoils of victory and while they were fight-
ing out the dispute in a second war the Turks reoccupied
Adrianople. Peace in the Balkans was arranged in March
1914, just five months before nearly all Europe plunged into
the greatest of wars. Albania became a new State under a
German prince, to the disappointment of the Italian party that
regarded it as a future possession, and Austria converted her
long occupation of Bosnia into an annexation, thus increasing
the existing hostility of Serbia.

So the Great War came, not to a peaceful world, but so far
as old Europe was concerned to a world of unstable peace
disturbed by minor wars, divided into leagues formed in mutual
fear and suspicion, with year by year a piling up of armaments